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war has made them ours; formerly the mere name
of Frenchmen struck terror to our hearts, their look
appalled us, and we fled from them as from Demons,
whom one does not dare to approach; but at last, we
have learned to change Frenchmen into Hiroquois.
These two whom you see before your eyes were tak-
en this winter by a squad of our young men. Find-
ing themselves in our hands, they feared lest they
should be ill treated; but they were told that the
Hiroquois were seeking the alliance of the French,
and that no one would harm them. ‘If that be so,’
said they, ‘ let one of [155] us return to the French, to
inform them of your good intentions, and let the
other go away into your country.” We replied that
it would be more to the purpose if both of them
should come to comfort all the Hiroquois Nations by
their presence, since these all had affection for the
French. Indeed, the more distant tribes made us
presents, in order to save their lives. Their attrac-
tions were not needed to inspire in us love and affec-
tion towards you, our hearts were already wholly
inclined thereto; you will learn from them that they
have been treated as friends, and not as slaves. As
soon as Spring appeared, we set out upon our way
to bring them back; they are still Hiroquois, but im-
mediately they will be French; let us rather say that
they will be French and Hiroquois at the same time,
for we shall be only one people.” Saying that, he
took the hands of Father Ragueneau, and of the
sieur Nicolet, the delegates to negotiate peace, then
touching them on the face and on the chin, he said
to them: ‘ Not only shall our customs be your cus-
toms, but we shall be so closely united that our chins
[156] shall be reclothed with hair, and with beards



